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Issue #5 

OUR MISSION 

Saint Stephen’s Way 
provides affordable 
housing, along with sup-
portive services, to 
homeless families re-
ferred by the Brevard 
School System. 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Dr. Anthony Catanese Answers SSWay’s Call 
“I was shocked and so was everyone else.” That 

was Tony Catanese’s reaction when he learned at a Rotary Club 

meeting in January this year that Brevard County has nearly 

3,000 homeless school children. So in February when Tony, 

a former President and CEO of Florida Institute of Technology, 

met with John Farrell, SSWay’s Executive Director, he was eager 

to help. “The main point that got me involved was the shock that 

nearly 3,000 children in school in Brevard were identified as home-

less. Saint Stephen’s Way’s planning has been very well done. It 

makes a lot of sense and appears to be sustainable. Floor plans 

seem to address the mission, which is families. I like the site and 

am very familiar with it since FIT owns property along the river 

near there. It’s a terrific site and will work well for the purpose. 

I’m also intrigued by the goal of becoming self sustaining, with no 

donations or government help.” With a Ph.D. in Urban and Regional Planning, Dr. Catanese 

knows what SSWay will mean to our community, and that’s why he agreed to become Honorary 

Chairman of Fundraising for SSWay.  

As SSWay’s new Honorary Chairman of Fundraising, Dr. Catanese under-

stands what needs to be done. “Saint Stephen’s Way itself has a good, farsighted vision, 

but not enough people know about this problem. Housing affordability in Brevard is related to 

the peculiar economic base which is high-tech industries, military bases, the spaceport and sup-

porting industries. We need to look to the needs of those at the lower end of the economic 

spectrum, and keying into the needs of school children is a good way to go.” When asked what 

he would like to convey to SSWay volunteers, staff, benefactors, and donors, Tony was earnest. 

“We need to inform more people about how serious this problem is. We have to start getting 

serious about fundraising, about developing fundraising strategies, and that’s going to be a big 

challenge. We’ll have to work hard, and it will be difficult, but we can do it if we all pull together 

to make it happen.” Then he offered a final thought: “This project will be good for all of 

Melbourne and Brevard County. This is a wonderful place to live, and Saint 
Stephen’s Way will make it a better place to live!” 

SSWay’s very first fundraiser was launched at the home of Mike and Joanne Fischer in 
June 2019. Then in July, John Farrell formulated a fundraising plan that has been gaining 
momentum ever since. John explains, “As we spread the word and more in our community be-

come aware of this particular need, many more people are offering to volunteer, and donations to SSWay are increasing. 
Such a response stokes everyone’s enthusiasm!” Plan specifics include: solicitations to 30+ local foundations for grants; direct 
mail campaigns; presentations at all denominations of local churches seeking their support and volunteers; meeting with banks 
and non-profit organizations for financial support; golf tournaments; soliciting retail businesses to become partners, including 
“Round Up” campaigns where store customers can donate change by rounding up their bill to the nearest dollar; and ap-
proaching large corporations in greater Melbourne to become partners for financial support and donations. Also, Florida 
Community Loan Fund has offered a line of credit using the site property as collateral. “We would be required to pay for 
property appraisal and all closing costs, but for the first 5 years we only need pay the interest.” The momentum gained 
is amazing, but John knows more is needed. “The overall project requires accelerated fundraising 
efforts to bring to life the family residences and Community Center we’ve planned for. We are so 
grateful that Tony Catanese has agreed to provide his wise counsel for this endeavor!”  

Fundraising & Volunteers Campaign Surges 
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Construction Start Nears: “It’s Getting Real!” 
Despite COVID-19, progress toward construction start on the SSWay property continues. “The  
City of Melbourne, the design team, and SSWay Board have put forward great effort for this pro-

ject,” says Erin Trauger, lead engineer on the site plan. “We have phone and 
video conference calls from our homes on project details,” all to keep things 
moving. “The site plan has been approved by the city and is in review with St. 
John’s Water Management District” with their approval expected in June. Then 
the Army Corps of Engineers’ approval will be the last permit. “If financing is 
in place there’s no reason we can’t start by fall,” 
offers Ken Lebron, the Principal Architect at C.A.G. “The 
biggest hurdle is the site itself. This site was as challenging 
as any I can remember in recent history. Erin has done an 

incredible job, is a joy to work with, and has made great progress.” Ken goes 
on to say, “I’ve worked with many different types of groups, but never had 
any group with such single-minded leadership as this one!” Hugh Evans, Land 
Developer, emphasized what comes next. “When the approvals are done 
we’ll put out for bids.” Hugh has been impressed with “the way God’s hand 
has been in this, bringing the right people at the right time, and the acceptance 

of the neighborhood for this facility.” Project Manager Brian Bussen says, “The 
City of Melbourne seems very interested and have been very helpful. Everyone 
has been extremely patient and understanding through the process.”  

Groundbreaking could come as early as September. Phase 1 in-
cludes the water and sewer lines, roadway from beginning to end, parking spac-
es, retention ponds,—all the horizontal construction necessary to prepare for 
building the family units and community center building. Home builder Scott 
Buescher explains, “Completion of all the horizontal construction and receiving 
approval by the city to begin vertical construction will likely take 8 months to a 
year.” Scott’s company, V•E Homes, will build the structures at cost, and seek 

contributions from the construction contractors (trades) they use. Craig Schmauss works with 
Scott; “My team does estimating, pricing, and coordinating with the trades for contributions to 
reduce costs further. We look to minimize excess cost to get the best value for SSWay.” Craig 
and Scott are also talking to their manufacturers for price breaks to reduce costs on materials.  

Ken LeBron 

Erin Trauger 

Then Scott reminds us why we’re all doing all this. “The big thing that caught my attention is the need. There is 
no shelter in place for families, only for women and children. When a boy turns 12 he must leave the shelter, or the Mom 
must take herself and her children out.” SSWay will keep families together. Scott also loves how families will be brought into 
SSWay. “By working with Brevard County Schools who will refer families to SSWay, it will be people who are working but 
struggling to get by. After a time with SSWay they’ll be in a better position to move to more permanent housing and a sus-
tainable life.” While families are at SSWay, “it will give some stability to the kids so they can improve their schoolwork, 
grades, and the right direction in life.” Hugh Evans offers his encouragement to everyone supporting SSWay. “This is an un-
precedented time with the virus—as bad as it is for all of us, imagine how difficult it must be for homeless families with school 
children.” Brian Bussen agrees. “The need SSWay is designed to address is getting greater all the time.” 

Hugh Evans 

Brevard County Schools Partnering with SSWay 
“I wish it wasn’t a reality that so many students are living in such ‘life-uncertain’ circum-

stances,” says Superintendent Mark Mullins. We’re all dealing with COVID-19; now imagine being 

homeless, as well, and not knowing where you’re going to sleep tonight. We’re doing our part trying to 

help these students do well in school.” Like many others, Mark wants this problem to gain more attention. 

“We have a larger number of homeless students than our local residents would think.” Mark 

learned about SSWay in a recent meeting with John Farrell, and is impressed. “Knowing there’s another 

resource—a ‘life restart’ for families—is encouraging. Providing stable family housing and helping them deal 

with their circumstances will meet a great need.” Naturally, Mark is focused on the children. “SSWay will 

be a ‘hope provider’ for kids in school, and we will connect these families to SSWay. Our District con-

tact for Students in Transition is Kacey Daniels who will coordinate closely with SSWay.” For 

Kacey, being the Homeless Liaison for the Brevard County Schools isn’t just a job. “I really love my job and am busier than 

ever now!” With schools closed because of the virus, Kacey delivers loaner laptops, WiFi packets where needed, schoolwork 

packets, and daily meals to homeless school kids. She also echoes the Superintendent’s point. “Unfortunately, homeless stu-

dents is a large issue but not visible to the majority of Brevard residents—most people don’t know it’s a problem.” Kacey 

sees part of her job is getting the word out. “I’ve become that person at parties who talks about homelessness, 

again! Sometimes I talk with people while on the job, but other times I’m just out in community with people.” (continued) 

Dr. Mark Mullins 
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(continued) Kacey takes her job very seriously. “First and foremost, I make sure the educational rights of these students are 
protected. If they are in transition they get to stay with their school of origin and stay around the people they’ve been with, 

have access to tutoring, and in general we support them and the family in accessing needed resources 
for their general needs. My program is 100% funded by the McKinney-Vento Act,” which is the primary 
piece of federal legislation related to the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness. 
“My top priority is the education piece because that’s the federal program’s focus. Overall, we want 
to promote student success by helping students and families. You can’t learn if you’re hun-
gry or scared, or fleeing someone, or worried about where you’ll sleep that night.” But fed-
eral programs have limits. “There are always restrictions on how you can spend federal funds,” so Kacey 
has to be creative. “We cannot spend those funds on things like participation in extracurricular school 
activities, caps and gowns, groceries, or gas, for example, so we engage the community to help with gift 
cards from local fundraisers. We have a lot of amazing organizations, and I’m proud of all our agencies in 
Brevard County for consistently working with us for our families.” 

However, Kacey sees how SSWay can fill a critical need. “There’s not enough spaces where homeless families can go 
and stay together—families want dads and sons over the age of 12 to stay with moms and daughters. With the decline of the 
family in our society, keeping them together and helping them solve their problems, that’s a win!” Both Kacey and Bre-
vard Schools Superintendent Mullins look forward to SSWay providing a holistic approach that will keep fam-
ilies together, offer stability that school children need to thrive, and help them get to a better place together. 
Mark Mullins expressed his appreciation well. “I applaud and gratefully acknowledge the generosity of SSWay’s sponsors and 
donors because we couldn’t have this conversation without people coming forward to support the effort. The SSWay cam-
pus has a ways to go but is well on its way, and the fact that it has kept that momentum is amazing!” To the volunteers, Mark 
offers, “You are an invaluable community resource; volunteers are the equalizers who give their time, expertise, and ‘sweat 
equity’ that gets the job done.” And Mark also wants SSWay’s benefactors to know, “you are fortunate to be in 
Brevard—we aren’t afraid to identify and own a problem, and then get the right people involved to overcome 
it.” Finally, a special thank you from Mark. “Behind every big community effort there is a visionary; to that person 
I say God bless you—SSWay will be a blessing to so many families! 

Historic Cottage on SSWay’s Property Relocated! 
“We are so grateful that SSWay has worked with us to preserve this cottage,” says Pastor 
Lorenzo Laws. “When I became pastor of the Greater Allen Chapel AME Church 6 years ago I found 
out about the church’s history. In 1884, two of the original founders of Crane Creek, which 
later became Melbourne, met in the dining room of that cottage to talk about establishing 

what is now Greater Allen 
Chapel AME Church.” The cot-
tage was offered to Greater Allen 
Chapel back when SSWay received 
the property, and Pastor Laws want-
ed to move it close to the church. A 
grant from Northrop Grumman 
Corp., is what made the move pos-
sible. Until May 28th, the cottage had been on that spot 
since the late 19th Century. Jim Shackleford is head of the 
committee for moving the cottage. “We submitted a site 
plan at the new property for city approval,” Jim recalls. 
“Then, all the preparations of the cottage for the move—
disconnecting from water, sewer, and electricity—were 

done in March, as was putting it on rails with wheels to keep it level during transport. After the permit was approved, we still 
had to prepare the foundation at the new site, but that 
only took about a week.” On May 28th, the cottage was 
trailered to its new location, only about 3 blocks from 
where it had stood for 136+ years. So, what will become 
of the cottage now? “The goal is to refurbish it so we can 
turn it into a historical museum for Melbourne and South 
Melbourne,” says Jim. 

With the cottage now at its new home, SSWay will be able 
to break ground and begin construction. We have had 
many interruptions with our plans, particularly due to the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, and will be meeting sometime in 
late June or July to make final construction decisions. Soon 
we will start a new chapter in this property’s history! 

The cottage was prepared for the move in March 

Pastor Laws 

Kacey Daniels 

‘Almost home’ on Brothers Avenue, May 28th  
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On Holy Ground—the Legacy of SSWay’s Property 
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“There is something God is going to do with this land yet.” Eddie Tucker and his wife 
Tiwana felt God’s presence when they recently visited SSWay’s property. “I had spoken to Bob 
McCarthy about the history of the property, what they wanted to do with the founding fathers’ 
cottage (see article p. 3), and what SSWay was going to do for homeless families with children in 

school.” Bob and Jan McCarthy have been associated with this 
property for over 40 years as elders of the Tabernacle Church of 
Melbourne. That church originally received the property from Nel-
lie Holman, a retired missionary, who wanted the land to be used 
only for the glory of God. The pastor promised they would never 
sell the land, but pass it on to those who would continue to do 
God’s work. That is exactly how SSWay inherited the property! “My wife and I felt a connection 
to the story,” Eddie recalls, “and wanted to be part of helping to bring that story to life.” Eddie 
and Tiwana are music worship leaders for the Tabernacle Worship Center. “Worship music is 
one of the best ways to lend support to the connection from historical past to a better life for 

others.” Eddie worked with Bob and Jan to have a worship music session at the gazebo on the property. “Eddie had three 
events there,” Bob recalls. “The first was informal with 4 or 5 guitarists joined by a couple families with children enjoying it all. 
The second was a small group to “take the spiritual temperature of the property again,” and they still felt God’s presence. The 
third visit Eddie set up a sound system in the gazebo and had a group of about 20 people. “Great worship music!” Bob reflect-
ed on what’s happening with this land now. “Thinking about SSWay’s overall vision for this property—affordable transitional 
housing, lifting families out of poverty, and seeing children get a better start in life—we hope it will be done so well that it be-
comes a prototype for other communities to replicate.” Yes, God is definitely doing something with this land! 

Eddie & Tiwana Tucker 

Bob & Jan McCarthy 

Finally, a “Sneak Peek” at the Holman Center Building!  

Below is the preliminary floor plan and elevation for the SSWay Community Center, thanks to Ken Lebron, the architect, and 

to Don & Linda Lees and Bob & Jan McCarthy who coor- dinated with Ken on the specific intent for  the center’s 

use based on the Wellness Model and all the Support- ive Services from partners in the community.  “We 

started with the original design we had for years,” says Jan. “Ken helped make it work!” 


